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Homemaking Department 


in Dansville Central Ru 


al School 


Central Rural School Offers Varied Curriculum 


“The Dansville Central Rural School gives 
the country boy and girl equal opportunities with 
the city boy and girl and affords opportunity 
for a greater and more varied school curriculum 
than can be had in the ordinary high school of 
today.” 

This statement by Rosc 
intendent of schools of the third supervisory 
district of Livingston county, expresses the 
general sentiment of those who have learned 
from first-hand experience the benefits of the 
central rural school type of organization. The 
same thought is expressed in a letter from 
C. L. Kuhn, who has written to the Department 
as follows; 


C. Conklin, super- 


ras: 





As a parent sending children to the Central 
Rural School at Dansville, I believe I can speak 
for the majority of other rural parents, that the 
present courses of study are very satisfactory. 
The rural children get the same treatment as 
the village children as to their health and edu- 
cation. In regard to the transportation of the 
children I have heard of no way it can be im- 
proved. 

The Central Rural School 


formally dedicated May 18, 1928, the principal 
speaker being Dr Alexander C. Flick, State 
Historian and Director of the Archives and 
History Division of the Department. 


Dansville was 


An idea of the varied type of instruction made 
possible by the formation of the central rural 
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school district and the erection of the new school 
is given in the two photographs presented here- 
with. 

Wallace J. Braman, superintendent of schools 
at Dansville, has summed the advantages of the 
new school in the following words: 


The building is admirably planned and con- 
structed. Provision is made for the courses 
necessary for a well-rounded education. There 
is a splendid auditorium seating 800. The stage 
is 35 feet across the arch, allowing ample room 
for plays, debates, exercises in oral English as 
well as for the glee club, orchestra and other 
activities of the school. The gymnasium is 
80 by 54 feet. The ceiling is 21 feet above 
the floor. Ample shower and locker rooms 
are provided for both boys and girls, with 
additional recessed lockers in the corridors for 
each pupil. Among the courses offered are 
four years of agriculture, homemaking, com- 
mercial subjects and industrial arts as well as 
the traditional courses for admission to normal 
school and college. 

Through the establishment of this central 
rural district the State has afforded equal edu- 
cational opportunities to the rural and village 
children inhabiting a territory of approximately 
50 square miles. The central school is largely 
patronized by pupils from an additional 10 or 15 
square miles. 


Education Department in 
Buffalo Museum Dedicated 
The education department of the Buffalo 
Museum of Scienee, which occupies an imposing 
new structure in Humboldt Park, was formally 
opened on September 22d. Representatives of 
leading educational institutions of the city took 
part in the program dedicating the department. 
The services which the Buffalo Museum has 
outlined were explained by Chauncey J. Hamlin, 
president of the Buffalo Society of Natural 
Sciences. Among other services he mentioned 
a children’s story hour, visits of school pupils 
to the museum under the guidance of expert 
instructors, the loan of manuscript lectures and 
slides, library facilities, lectures by distinguished 
scientists and radio talks on scientific subjects. 
Other speakers were Dr Samuel P. Capen, 
chancellor of the University of Buffalo; Rev- 
erend P. F. Cusick, president of Canisius 
College; Dr Harry W. Rockwell, president of 
the State Teachers College; Dr Ernest C. 
Hartwell, superintendent of schools at Buffalo; 
and Mayor Frank X. Schwab. 














Woodworking Shop in Agricultural Department of Dansville Central Rural School 


Opening exercises at the new Isaac E. Young 
Junior High School in New Rochelle were held 
on September 10th. The principal of the new 
schoo] is Willis Thompson 


Construction of an addition costing $165,000 
to the present school in Nanuet was authorized 
at a meeting of voters on September 7th. The 
vote was 123 to 98. 
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Observance of the Sesquicentennial of the Sullivan Campaign 


BY ALEXANDER C. FLICK 


Mayor General John Sullivan 


The year 1929 will mark the 150th anniver- 
sary of the Sullivan expedition. That military 
campaign planned by General Washington and 
authorized by Congress directly involved the 
states of New Jersey, Pennsylyonia and New 
York. In addition to troops from these three 
commonwealths, Virginia, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts and other states sent their sons 
to participate in the enterprise. Besides General 
Sullivan, who was in command, a long list of 
military leaders participated in the enterprise. 
Among them were Generals James Clinton, 
Maxwell, Poor and Hand; and Colonels Brod- 
head, Butler, Cilley, Dayton, Dearborn, Ganse- 
voort, Proctor, Van Cortlandt, Van Schaick 
and Willet. 

Next to the Burgoyne campaign the Sullivan 
expedition was the largest military operation 
within the Empire State during the Revolution. 
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It involved a long stretch of territory 
forming a broad arch extending from 
Albany through Binghamton and 
Elmira to Niagara and _ including 
twenty or more of the present coun- 
ties. In time it covered the period 
from April to October 1779. 
The Indian and Tory raids against 
the frontier settlements of New York 
and Pennsylvania, particularly those 
at Cherry Valley and Wyoming in 
1778, provoked cries for retaliation to 
which Congress had to give heed. In 
his instructions to Sullivan, Washing- 
ton stated that the object of the 
campaign was “the total destruction” 
of the Indian settlements, the disrup- 
tion of the marauding bands of Tories, 
and the capture of as many prisoners 
as possible. It is quite evident now 
that both Washington and Congress, 
in this punitive invasion, were playing 
for larger stakes, namely, the seizure 
of a rich inland empire. Considering 
the difficulty of securing supplies and 
the wilderness through which the 
drive had to be made, the expedition 
was a gigantic task, and yet few mili- 
tary movements in the War for Inde- 
pendence were attended with more complete 
success. Both the magnitude and importance 
of the operation justify the observance of its 
sesquicentennial in order to acquaint the youth 
of our Commonwealth with its historical 
significance. 
The Regents approved a general program 
observing the 150th anniversary of 
1 Colonel Van Schaick’s invasion of the 
Onondaga region in April ‘1779 

2 Colonel Brodhead’s expedition from Pitts- 
burgh to the headwaters of the Allegheny 
river in August and September 
3 General James Clinton’s movement from 
Albany by way of Canajoharie, Lake 
Otsego and the Susquehanna river to 
Tioga to join General Sullivan, June to 
August 1779 

4 General John Sullivan's successful march 
up the Chemung river through the coun- 
try of the Seneca and Cayuga Indians 
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as far west as Genesee Castle, August to 
October 1779 


The State Advisory Committee cooperating 
with the State Education Department has 
adopted a plan which calls for 

1 Three major celebrations —at the battle- 

field of Newtown, at the western limit 
of the expedition, and at some point along 
the northern route of the Finger lakes 

2 A large number of observances at other 

places associated with the dedication of 
appropriate monuments 

3 The marking of the entire route of cam- 

paign 

Teachers of English and history have an 
unusual opportunity during this school year to 
interest their pupils in the Sullivan expedition. 


——O——— 


New School at Brushton 
Is Formally Dedicated 


The new high school building at Brushton, 
erected at a cost of $135,000, was formally 
dedicated on October 3d. The principal address 
was given by Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant 
Commissioner for Elementary Education. 

The building has in addition to classrooms, 
a combination gymnasium and_ auditorium, 
laboratories, library, homemaking, agricultural 
and commercial departments. The homemaking 
department is designated as a model home with 
living room, bedroom, bathroom, dining room 
and kitchen, all completely furnished. 


o— 


Mount Vernon Man Heads 
School Boards Association 


Raymond S. Jewett, a member of the board 
of education in Mount Vernon and a former 
president of the board in that city, was elected 
president of the Associated School Boards and 
Trustees at the annual meeting of the associ- 
ation held October Ist and 2d at Oswego. He 
succeeds Henry D. Fearon of Oneida. 

Other officers elected at the meeting are: 
first vice president, Mrs Henry Danforth, 
Rochester; second vice president, Harry J. 
Clark, Syracuse; third vice president, H. K. 
Hollister, Painted Post; secretary, Mrs E. L. 
Robertson, Syracuse; treasurer, George H. 
Faulkner, Owego; J. Ward Russell of Glens 
Falls was reelected chairman of the legislative 





committee. 
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New Bureaus Organized 
in Vocational Division 


Three new Bureaus have recently been or- 
ganized in the Vocational and Extension 
Education Division of the State Education 
Department. The new Bureaus are the Indus- 
trial Education Bureau, the Home Economics 
Education Bureau and the Agricultural Edu- 
cation Bureau. 

Oakley Furney, who has been supervisor of 
part-time education, is Chief of the Industrial 
Education Bureau. To that Bureau have been 
assigned the following: Ralph D. Fleming, 
assistant; Eugene D. Fink, supervisor of indus- 
trial teacher training; George E. Hutcherson, 
supervisor of industrial arts; and Arthur L. 
Mann, supervisor of industrial education. 

The Chief of the Home Economics Bureau 
is Marion Van Liew, who was formerly super- 
visor of home economics education. Treva 
Kauffman is supervisor of home economics 
education. 

Arthur K. Getman is Chief of the Agricul- 
tural Education Bureau, his former title having 
been supervisor of agricultural education. His 
assistant is W. Jack Weaver. 

The name of the Americanization Bureau has 
been changed to Adult Education Bureau. The 
members of the Bureau staff remain the same. 


or 





American Education Week 
Begins November 5th 

The week beginning November 5th will be 
observed in schools throughout the Nation as 
American Education Week. The purpose of 
this observance is to acquaint the public with the 
actual work of the schools, their ideals, their 
achievements and their needs. Material relating 
to American Education Week may be obtained 
from the National Education Association, 1201 
Sixteenth street, Washington, D. C. 

The suggested program for the week includes 
the following days: 

November 5th, Health Day 

November 6th, Home and School Day 

November 7th, Know Your School Day 

November 8th, School Opportunity Day 

November 9th, Citizenship Day 

November 10th, Community Day 

November 11th, Armistice Day 
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Normal School Faculties Revise Curriculums 


The third annual conference of normal school 
and teachers college faculties held in 
Syracuse on October 11th and 12th. 


was 


The primary purpose of the third annual 
meeting was to carry on the work begun two 
years ago in revising the present curriculums 
for the preparation of elementary teachers. 
Much progress has been made in the past two 
years and the work has developed to the point 
where tentative detailed outlines of separate 
courses should be in mimeograph form prior to 
the opening of school in September 1929. These 
outlines will be used experimentally and it is 
hoped that some measures will be devised to 
find out the effectiveness of the materials and 
methods proposed. 

Committees dealing with special subjects used 
the forenoon sessions in carrying on their 
respective committee discussions. The after- 
noon sessions were general in character. One 
speaker pleaded for the preparation of elemen- 
tary teachers in terms of the work which will 
be required of them after graduation. Another 
urged that the teacher-training institutions 
should continuously experiment with the elemen- 
tary program and that the graduates should be 
trained to teach in terms of what ought to be 
done in education rather than in terms of the 
present programs in public elementary educa- 
Still another urged that training should 
cultural and disciplinary 
values. These three viewpoints deal with 
fundamental philosophies in teacher training 
and should stimulate discussion throughout the 
State. 

Speakers at the general sessions and at the 
banquet which was held in the evening of 
October 11th were: Dr Ernest C. Hartwell, 
superintendent of schools, Buffalo; Dr Frank 
E. Baker, president, State Teachers College, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; Wilbur H. Lynch, superin- 
tendent of schools, Amsterdam; Dr Harlan H. 
Horner, field secretary, New York State Teach- 
ers Association; Earl W. Anibal, principal, 
Irvington High School; Dr Frederick C. Ferry, 
president, Hamilton College. 

A special feature of the third annual meeting 
was the organization and management of the 
work by the students in each of the ten schools 
on Thursday, October 11th. New York State 


tion. 
be general and of 


is believed to be the first state in which the 
work has been carried on in all the teacher- 





training institutions by the students in the 
absence of the faculties. This arrangement 
resulted in worth while educational values for 
the students. It afforded them an excellent 
opportunity to assume heavy responsibilities, to 
exercise their powers of initiative and to meet 
unusual problems resourcefully. 

Nearly 400 of the faculty members were 
present. This represents 98 per cent of the total 
faculty membership. The absence of the re- 
maining 2 per cent is accounted for by the 
fact that some were unable to attend because 
of illness or for other sufficient reasons. Three 
of the normal schools had 100 per cent attend- 
ance. This splendid record of attendance from 
all the institutions is a clear expression of the 
professional interest of the normal schools and 
teachers especially in view of the 
fact that each member attending pays his own 


colleges, 


expenses. 
Dr Percy I. Bugbee, principal of the State 
Normal School at Oneonta, and Florence 


Matteson, of the same school, were president 
and secretary of the association respectively 
during the past year. The association elected 
Dr James G. Riggs, principal of the State 
Normal School at Oswego, as president for the 
ensuing year, and Katherine A. Hayes, of the 
Oswego school, as secretary. 


—_o--—_——_ 


Dr Charles A. Richmond 
Resigns at Union College 


Dr Charles Alexander Richmond has sub- 
mitted his resignation as president of Union 
College, to take effect when a successor is 
elected. His retirement ends nearly 20 years 
of service as head of the college, which under 
his leadership has become recognized as one 
of the foremost institutions of higher education 
in the country. 

“In a few months,” said Doctor Richmond 
in submitting his resignation, “I shall have 
come to my 67 years and the twentieth year 
of my service as president. In spite of con- 
soling assurances to the contrary, I am conscious 
that the time will come very soon, if it has not 
already come, when it will become clear that 
I have no longer the energy demanded by the 


exacting position.” 








THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Dr Alfred D. Simpson Named Assistant Commissioner 


Dr Alfred D. Simpson has been appointed 
Assistant Commissioner for Finance in the 
State Education Department. He succeeds 
Clark W. Halliday who retired after 34 years 
of service in the Department. 





Photograph by Bachrach 


Dr Alfred D. Simpson 


Doctor Simpson comes to the Department 
with a background of training and experience 
that admirably fits him for the duties as head 
of the Finance Division. He is a graduate of 
Syracuse University, where he received the 
degree of B.A. in 1913. He has also pursued 
graduate work in education at Yale University 
and at Teachers College, Columbia University, 
receiving the degree of M.A. from Yale in 
1923 and the degree of Ph.D. from Columbia 
University in 1927. His experience includes 
positions as teacher, principal, district superin- 
tendent of schools and for the past 11 years 
in the Connecticut State Board of Education, 
where he has made special studies of the prob- 
lem of financing education and has directed 
activities along that line. 

Doctor Simpson was born in Sheffield, Vt., 
and lived in Vermont until 1917. After his 


graduation from Syracuse University he taught 
in the Montpelier Seminary and Lamoille Cen- 
tral Academy, Hyde Park, Vt., having been 
principal at the latter school for three years. 
In 1917 he was appointed district superintendent 
of schools by the Vermont State Board of 
Education. Four months later he received an 
appointment as state supervising agent in Con- 
necticut. While on the staff of the Connecticut 
State Board of Education he was engaged from 
1917 to 1923 in state supervision, special inquiry 
and school surveys. In 1923 with the estab- 
lishment of a division of research and survey, 
he became the first director of that division. 
When a division of teacher preparation was 
established in 1927 he was appointed director 
of that division. 

In these different positions he had much to 
do with financial matters. As director of 
research he was in charge of statistics and of 
several investigations in the field of educational 
finance as well as the direction of various school 
surveys. In 1925 Doctor Simpson was attached 
to the legislative commission on the revision 
and codification of the school laws for the par- 
ticular purpose of developing a proposed plan 
for the financing of education in Connecticut. 
After the adoption of the plan by the com- 
mission his report was prepared and published 
by the state under the title of Financing Educa- 
tion in Connecticut. As director of the division 
of teacher preparation Doctor Simpson was in 
administrative charge of the state normal 
schools, the certification of teachers and was 
director of the state summer school held each 
summer at Yale University. In this position, 
which comprises one of the most strategic 
functions of the Connecticut board, the par- 
ticular pressing responsibilities, aside from 
those of an educational nature, were financial 
reorganization and management, plant control 
and capital outlay. 

For five summers Doctor Simpson was 
instructor at the state summer school at Yale 
University and later was director of the school. 
In the summer of 1927 he gave courses in state 
school administration and educational research 
at Ohio State University. He served on the 
staff of Griffenhagen and Associates, Ltd, in 
the Virginia state survey in 1927. Upon the 
inauguration of the university extension com- 
mittee, made up of representatives of Connecti- 
cut colleges, Doctor Simpson was appointed 
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executive secretary to have charge of the work 
ot the committee. 

In addition to his report on Financing Edu- 
cation in Connecticut, the new Assistant Com- 
missioner is author of Superintendent and 
Board Reports to County and State in the 1928 
Report of the Committee on Uniform Records 
and Reports of the Department of Superin- 
tendence and also of several bulletins and 
surveys published in Connecticut. He is a mem- 
ber of a number of organizations, including the 
National Education Association, the Depart- 
ment of Superintendence, the Connecticut and 
New England associations of school superin- 
tendents, the New England Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools, Phi Delta Kappa 
and Connecticut Historical Society. 

Dr Simpson is married and has three children. 


———— 


Lectures Will Give Picture 
of American Education 


A series of lectures on American education 
to be given at Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, has been announced by the International 
Institute. The series is planned to present a 
general and rounded picture of education in the 
United States. 

The speakers are: Dr Paul Monroe, Barnard 
professor of education and director of the Inter- 
national Institute in Teachers College; Dr 
George D. Strayer, professor of education, 
Teachers College; Dr Alvin S. Johnson, direc- 
tor of the New School for Social Research, 
New York City; Dr William H. Kilpatrick, 
professor of education, Teachers College; Dr 
Charles H. Judd, director of the School of 
Education, University of Chicago; Dr Ernest 
H. Wilkins, president of Oberlin College; Dr 
James E. Russell, dean emeritus of Teachers 
College; Dr Walter A. Jessup, president of the 
State University of Iowa; Dr William F. Rus- 
sell, dean of Teachers College; Dr Harold 
Rugg, professor of education, Teachers Col- 
lege; Dr Edward L. Thorndike, professor of 
education, Teachers College; Dr William C. 
Bagley, professor of education, Teachers Col- 
lege; Dr Mary E. Woolley, president of Mount 
Holyoke College; Dr Robert R. Moton, prin- 
cipal of Tuskegee Institute; Dr Albert R. Mann, 
dean of the New York State College of Agri- 
culture at Cornell University; Dr John Dewey, 
professor of philosophy, Columbia University ; 
Dr Boyd H. Bode, professor of education, Ohio 
State University; Dr Nicholas Murray Butler, 
president of Columbia University. 


H.W. Langworthy Elected Head 
of Council of Superintendents 


Harry W. Langworthy, superintendent of 
schools at Gloversville, was elected president 
of the Council of Superintendents at the annual 
meeting held October Ist-3d at the Lake Placid 
Club. Charles S. Wright, superintendent of 
schools at Lawrence, was elected vice president, 
and E. L. Ackley, superintendent of schools at 
Johnstown, was reelected secretary-treasurer. 

Resolutions adopted by the superintendents 
include the following: 

Urging that minimum standards of profes- 
sional training and experience be required for 
the office of superintendent of schools and that 
its powers and duties be defined and given more 
definite legal status. 

Commending and pledging support to the 
State Education Department project to expand 
the research activities of the Department by 
the establishment of a Division of Educational 
Research. 

Favoring an extension of the state teacher- 
training program. 

Renewing indorsement of the federal educa- 
tion program including the federal education 
bill which will bring together the educational 
activities of the Federal Government under a 
single management with a seat in the Cabinet. 


—o-—_—_ 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


New York State Teachers Association, western 
section, Buffalo, November 2d and 3d; cen- 
tral western section, Rochester, November 2d 
and 3d; central section, Utica, October 26th 
and 27th; eastern section, Schenectady, Octo- 
ber 25th and 26th; southern section, Ithaca, 
November 9th and 10th; southeastern section, 
New York City, October 26th and 27th 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, 
December 27th-29th 

Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A., 
Cleveland, Ohio, February 24-28, 1929 

Teachers’ conferences: second district of Che- 
nango county, New Berlin, October 22d, 
Sherburne, October 23d; second district of 
Orange county, Goshen, October 22d; sole 
district of Schenectady county, Schenectady, 
October 25th and 26th; first, second, third, 
fourth, fifth and sixth districts of Jefferson 
county, Watertown, November Ist ana 2d; 
first, second and third districts of Orange 
county, Cornwall, November 2d 
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New Syllabus in History 

A tentative syllabus in history for grades 4 
to 8 has been published by the Department and 
is now being distributed to the superintendents 
of schools. The new syllabus, as Assistant 
Commissioner J. Cayce Morrison points out in 
the foreword, blazes a new trail in certain 
respects. He mentions that the entire eighth 
grade is devoted to the study of that period of 
our history since the close of the Civil War; 
that it shifts the emphasis from wars to the 
cultural thread of development of civilized 
society; that it aims to lead pupils not to a 
memorization of facts as their chief objective 
but to an understanding of the social forces in 
which they live. 

The distinguishing features of the new syl- 
labus are mentioned in the general introduction. 
These features are the discarding of the teach- 
ing of history by cycles and emphasizing in 
its place the continuity of history from primi- 
tive times to the present; the presentation as 
fully as possible of the whole life of man and 
not merely his political and military activities 
the shifting of emphasis from the memorization 
of a large number of facts in an attempt to 
arouse the interest of pupils in learning how 
the present came from the past; the inclusion 
of bibliographies and the recommendation that 
wall maps and pictures be largely used. 

The committee that prepared the syllabus has 
stated the general aims as follows: 


1 To give pupils a knowledge and under- 
standing of the past, which will help them to 
interpret more adequately the present-day 
society in which they live 
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2 To develop in pupils an appreciation of 
what past civilizations have contributed to our 
present social order in terms of culture, insti- 
tutions and social procedures 

3 To help pupils learn how to evaluate con- 
tributions of past ages in order that the best 
of these contributions may form a part of their 
lives 

4 To help pupils gain historical information 
and understanding that will enable them to 
work consciously, on levels appropriate to their 
ages, toward bringing about improved social 
conditions 

5 To help pupils trace and interpret those 
historical situations which tend to develop a 
spirit of tolerance and good will toward peoples 
of other lands 

6 To help pupils trace the operation of cause 
and effect in determination of social change and 
in the shaping of the destinies of peoples and 
nations. 

Many persons contributed to making this syl- 
labus. The committee which drafted it con- 
sisted of Walter J. Herrington, principal of 
Williamsville High School; Anne K. Foote, 
Jamaica Normal School, and E. P. Smith, 
assistant, Examinations and Inspections Divi- 
sion, State Education Department, chairman. 

It was reviewed by Harrison H. Van Cott, 
supervisor of junior high schools, State Educa- 
tion Department; Clayton Mau and _ Elsie 
Quinby, social science department, Geneseo 
State Normal School; Helen D. Wright, 
teacher, Salamanca; Lucy S. Norton and Anne 
T. Brewer, history department, Oswego State 
Normal School; Ada R. Madden, supervisor of 
grades, Watertown; Nina C. Harwood, head 
of social studies department, Niagara Falls 
High School; Roy M. Hatch, professor of 
social studies, Horace Mann School, Teachers 
College, Columbia University; Charles P. 


Alvord, deputy superintendent of schools, Buf- 


falo; Edith Oagley, director of social sciences, 
Binghamton; Robert O. Demond, teacher of 
social sciences, Buffalo; O. Wendell Hogue, 
supervising principal, Lyons Union School; 
Frank M. Edson, principal, Southside High 
School, Elmira; and A. S. Bassette, formerly 
superintendent of schools, Walden. 

The criticisms made in writing by the fore- 
going were classified and submitted to a review- 
ing committee consisting of E. P. Smith, 
chairman; W. G. Kimmel, supervisor of social 
studies, State Education Department; C. G. 
Hetherington, superintendent of schools, Penn 
Yan; Ada R. Madden, Edith Oagley, Nina C. 
Harwood, Robert Demond, Glenn M. Steele, 
superintendent of schools, Oneida 
Helen H. Heyl, assistant, Rural Edu- 


district 
county ; 
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cation Bureau, State Education Department; 
and Harrison H. Van Cott. This committee 
evaluated both the general plan of the syllabus 
and the content in detail. Its recommendations 
were turned over to W. G. Kimmel, who made 
the final revision. 

— 


Other Department Publications 

In addition to the syllabus in elementary his- 
tory mentioned elsewhere the Department has 
recently issued a number of other publications. 
These include: 

A Study of Educational Need and Oppor- 
tunity in the Town of Crown Point, prepared 
at the suggestion of the Rural Education Bureau 
of the Department by C. J. Mousaw, district 
superintendent of schools of the first super- 
visory district of Essex county 

An Experiment in the Local Construction 
and Uses of Objective Tests in Several School 
Systems of New York State, prepared by Dr 
J. S. Orleans, formerly research associate in 
the Educational Measurements Bureau of the 
Department 

Regulations and Directions Governing the 
Issuance of Certificates of Literacy and Con- 
duct of New York State Regents Literacy Test, 
prepared by Alfred E. Rejall, supervisor of 
adult education in the Department 

Election of District Superintendents, prepared 
by the Law Division of the Department 

The bulletin on A Study of Educational Need 
and Opportunity in the Town of Crown Point 
was made to determine the educational efficiency 
of these schools in the light of the best modern 
educational theory and practice; to show the 
relative merits of the one-teacher rural school 
and the central school; and to suggest a school 
system for the town which gives promise to be 
superior to the present plan. The proposed 
reorganization suggested as a result of the study 
was based on the proposition that the town 
should be the unit in the administration of its 
educational program. It presented facts to 
show that the outlying districts of the town 
would be benefited educationally by uniting with 
the present central rural school at Crown Point. 

Ray P. Snyder, Chief of the Rural Education 
Bureau, points out in the foreword that the 
study was published for the benefit of those 
who are interested in knowing the relative 
progress made by pupils in typical common and 
central districts and also as an example to 
superintendents who may wish to undertake 
similar studies. 


Mathematics Examinations 


The new syllabus in intermediate algebra will 
not be ready for use in the schools before Sep- 
tember 1929, Dr Avery W. Skinner, Director 
of the Examinations and Inspections Division 
of the Department, has recently informed prin- 
cipals in a circular letter. Intermediate algebra 
beginning with the 1929-30 school year will be 
made a full-year course and will offer a full 
unit of credit. For the present school year 
the course will continue to be a half-year course 
offering one-half a unit of credit and following 
the present syllabus in that subject. Accord- 
ingly, the January and June examinations for 
1929 in intermediate algebra will be based upon 
the present syllabus. 

Doctor Skinner has also notified principals 
that the new syllabus in elementary algebra 
goes into effect this year for all classes that 
are beginning the subject. The first examina- 
tion based upon this syllabus will be given in 
June 1929. The January 1929 examination will 
be based upon the old syllabus. 

The new syllabus in solid geometry becomes 
effective this year and the examinations for 
January 1929 and future examinations will be 
based upon it. 

The Department has recently sent to prin- 
cipals a sample test in plane geometry similar 
in form to the Regents examination in that 
subject to be given in January 1929. Sugges- 
tions from teachers and principals regarding the 
departure in form are solicited. 


Regents Take Action 
on Secondary School Matters 


The following actions relating to institutions 
of secondary education were taken by the Board 
of Regents at the meeting on September 27th: 

Hastings-on-Hudson Junior High School ad- 
mitted to the University 

Bloomville Union School advanced in grade 
from middle high school (2 years) to middle 
high school (3 years) 

Name of Morris Evening High School for 
Men in New York City changed to Morris 
Evening High School 

Name of Munnsville High School changed to 
Stockbridge Valley High School 

Bronx Evening High School, New Yerk City, 
dropped from the roll since it has been consoli- 
dated with the Morris Evening High School 
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Newspaper Gives Notice of Early Academy 


regarding an early 
Albany 


Interesting information 
academy is given in a copy of the 
Gazette of October 23, 1794. In this old news- 
paper there appeared a notice of the establish- 
Academy. It is of 
subjects taught and 


ment of the Johnstown 


interest not only for the 
the charges therefor but also for the announced 
determination of the trustees “to suppress every 
kind of vice which may have a tendency to cor- 
rupt the morals of the youth.” 


The announcement follows: 


Johnstown Academy 


The Trustees of Johnstown academy are 
happy in announcing to the public, that they 
have engaged Mr. Ralph Phelps, a gentleman 
of acknowledged moral and literary reputation, 
to preside over the same — who will be assisted 
by tutors of competent abilities to teach the 
following branches of literature, viz. 

The languages, geometry, trigonometry, sur- 
veying, guaging, navigation, astronomy, algebra 
& fractions; geography, book-keeping, natural 
and moral philosophy, astronomy, rhetoric, and 


logic — at the rate of 5 pounds per annum. 
Vulgar & decimal fractions, square and cube 

roots —at the rate of four pounds per annum. 
Reading — per 


quarter ten shillings. 





Posters Made by Pupils of Waterloo High School. 


Reading, writing, and cyphering to the rule 
of three —twelve shillings per quarter. 

Reading, writing, and cyphering to the rule 
of three and English grammar — sixteen shil- 
lings per quarter. 

The trustees of this institution are determined 
to suppress every kind of vice which may have 
a tendency to corrupt the morals of the youth. 

-They call on the friends of virtue and religion 
to assist them in this arduous undertaking — 
and flatter themselves, that parents in this and 
the neighboring counties will encourage this 
infant seminary, by sending their children here 
immediately.— Boarding will be had in genteel 
families on reasonable terms. 
Johnstown, September 22, 1794 

According to the history of Johnstown, this 
academy succeeding but not continuous to the 
school founded by Sir William Johnson in 1771, 
was “received under the visitation of the 
Regents of the University,” January 1794. 
In 1795 the Legislature granted the land on 
which the building stood, and in 1796 the trus- 
tees procured for it the old bell of Queen Anne’s 
Chapel at Fort Hunter, which the queen had 
sent over to call the Mohawks to worship at 
that place. 

In 1869 it became the academic part of the 
union school at Johnstown. 


\) CO0D BOOKS 





Dorothy E. Howl!land is Art Instructor. 














scl 
in 

mt 
lar 
orc 
ha: 
mu 
tio: 


of 
hez 
me 
wi 
sch 
of 


orc 


gre 
but 


con 
nan 
cop 
lett 
ten 


rule 


rule 
shil- 


lined 
have 
outh. 
igion 
ig — 
and 
this 
here 
nteel 


this 
. the 
1771, 
the 
1794. 
1 on 
frus- 
ine’s 
had 
p at 


the 


BULLETIN TO 


~~?! awe 


e's 
¢ %, 


ir 


- 8, & <€¢ 


Members of Orchestra Have 
Good Scholarship Records 
That proficiency in music and excellence in 
in hand is revealed 
where instruction in 
This is particu- 


scholarship may go hand 

1 the Glens Falls schools, 
music is of a high standard. 
larly evident in the case of the high school 
orchestra conducted by Richard A. Moss, who 
has trained his pupils to present programs of 
musical excellence and to have a keen apprecia- 
tion of the best in music. 

In the orchestra of last year, a photograph 
of which is shown above, the two boys at the 
head of the scholarship list of the school were 
members of the musical Like- 
wise, six of the ten pupils standing highest in 
scholarship were members of the orchestra, and 
of the 19 
orchestra. 

The programs presented by the orchestra are 
greatly enjoyed not only by the school pupils 
but also by the people of the community. 

eee 


Superintendent Compiles 
Teachers’ Record Book 


A record book for teachers has been compiled 
by Fredus H. Wilcox, superintendent of schools 
of the third district of Franklin county. It 
contains spaces for pictures of school buildings, 
names of associate teachers, names of pupils, 
copies of contracts, recommendations, important 
letters, certificates and report cards. Superin- 
tendent Wilcox lives at Malone. 


organization. 


honor pupils, nine played in the 
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Dr Baer Appointed Assistant in 
Measurements Bureau 

Dr Joseph A. Baer has 
research associate in the Educational Measure- 
ments Bureau of the State Education Depart- 
ment. He fills the created by the 
resignation of Dr J. S. Orleans. 

Doctor Baer was born in Indiana, March 12, 
1885. He attended a local elementary and high 
but completed his high school training 
has attended the University 
University of 


been appointed 


vacancy 


school, 
in California. He 
of California, Hiram 
Chicago and Ohio State University. He re- 
ceived his bachelor’s degree from Hiram Col- 
lege; his master’s degree from the University 
of Chicago; and his doctor’s degree from Ohio 
State University. 

He has been superintendent of schools, pro- 
fessor of education, and assistant county super- 
intendent of Cuyahoga county, Ohio, in charge 
of educational research. While at Ohio State 
University he held the research 
assistant in the Bureau of Educational Research. 

Doctor Baer will spend the major part of his 
time in conducting research studies. At present 
he is work’ ¢ on a study of junior high school 
courses of study and is cooperating with district 
“ Clerical Duties 


College, 


position of 


superintendents in a study of 
of the District Superinte~dent.” 


ee 
An appropriation of $30,000 for a new school 


in Canajoharie was carried by a vote of 28 to 0 
at a special meeting on September 13th. 
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Robert M. MacNaught 
Heads District Superintendents 


Robert M. MacNaught of Windham, super- 
intendent of schools of the second supervisory 
district of Greene county, was elected president 
of the New York State Association of District 
Superintendents at the seventeenth annual meet- 
ing which was held on October 4th-6th at the 
Lake Placid Club. Other officers elected at the 
meeting were the following superintendents: 
fiist vice president, P. B. Matthews of the 
first supervisory district of Suffolk county; 
second vice president, Leon J. Coon of the first 
supervisory district of Ontario county; secre- 
tary, Mrs Emma C. Chase of the third super- 
visory district of Sullivan county; treasurer, 
Orrin A. Kolb of the supervisory 
district of Niagara county. 


second 








Robert M. MacNaught 


Members of the executive committee are the 
following superintendents: Ambrose J. Fry, 
first supervisory district of Nassau county; 
G. Everett Patrie, third supervisory district of 
Rensselaer county; Frank W. Palmer, Schenec- 
tady county; Glenn G. Steele, first supervisory 
district of Onondaga county; Wayne G. Bene- 
dict, first supervisory district of Madison 
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county; Leon J. Cook, first supervisory district 
of Ontario county; James G. Pratt, fourth 
supervisory district of Chautauqua county; 
George H. Covey, third supervisory district of 
Westchester county. 

The new president of the association served 
as principal of the Jefferson High School and 
as principal of the Windham High School 
before his election to the office of district 
superintendent in 1912. He has been president 
of the Eastern Association of District Super- 
intendents, a member of the executive committee 
of the State Association of District Superin- 
tendents and of the legislative committee of 
that association. He has the distinction of 
having been elected district superintendent of 
two counties at the same time. 

Resolutions adopted by the association include 
the following: 

Favoring the establishment of a federal de- 
partment of education with a secretary as a 
member of the Cabinet 

Pledging support to the National Education 
Association 

Pledging support to the Rural Education 
Bureau of the State Education Department in 
its efforts for the betterment of rural education 

Recommending that the grade examinations 
in June 1929 be given during Regents exam- 
ination week or earlier as determined by the 
grade examinations committee 

Recommending that the Education Law be 
made to permit the medical examinations for 
employment certificates by either the health 
officer of school or medical inspector 

Requesting the Department to work out a 
plan to eliminate the clerical work required of 
district superintendents 

Requesting the State Tax Department to 
obtain the information in regard to assessed 
valuation on the tax levies etc. from school 
trustees instead of district superintendents 

Favoring a change in the Education Law to 
permit a central rural school and a central high 
school to receive nonresident tuition from its 
rural districts regardless of whether its aca- 
demic department was admitted to the Univer- 
sity before or after centralization 

Favoring the establishment in the State Edu- 
cation Department of an Educational Research 
Division 

Reaffirming its action taken in December 
1927 in regard to the increased qualifications 
for district superintendents 
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Local History of New York State 
From Albany to Wyoming 





Court House Where 


In order to appreciate the relation of Albany 
to the fight and the massacre at Wyoming, Pa., 
on July 3, 1778, it is necessary to recall a 
memorable event. In the summer of 1754 a 
notable congress, representing seven colonies, 
was held in Albany to concert measures for 
protecting the English colonies against French 
encroachment. A form of colonial union, drawn 





Albany Congress Met 


by Benjamin Franklin, was adopted by the com- 
missioners, though failing of approval by the 
provincial governments and the imperial author- 
ity. The world was to wait more than a score 
of years to see the English provinces effectu- 
ally united and animated by a new sense of 
nationality. But a transaction in Albany, out- 
side the courthouse, not entered in the record 





wi 
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of that meeting, was immediately to bear evil 
iruit and later a deadly harvest. 

The population of Connecticut was treading 
on the margin of the best agricultural land. 
The westward migration which was to open 
valuable tracts to settlement beyond the great 
the Ohio was 
But the richness and loveliness of the Wyoming 
England 


branches of some years ahead. 
valley had been discovered by New 
men; and an association of more than six hun- 
dred persons, styled the Connecticut Company, 
was formed with the design of settling a tract 
70 by 120 miles in extent in that region. <A 
purchase irom the Six Nations, who long before 
had extended their conquests over that country, 
purpose an 


was thought feasible. For that 


agent must be selected, and the choice fell upon 
John Henry Lydius of Albany, better known 
as the proprietor of a trading place on ground 
later occupied by Fort Edward. The occasion 
chosen was the Albany Congress. 

Lydius’ method is described in an extract 
trom the speech of an Onondaga at a conier- 
ence in Hartford in 1763 between the governor 
of Connecticut and deputies of the Six Nations. 
“We have heard that one Lydius at 
some 


He said: 
Albany had 
Lands at Susquahannah, and it is not the Man- 
ner of the Six Nations to keep anything in 
Nations to 


endeavoured to purchase 


Reserve. He was up among the 
obtain a Sale, but could not obtain it, but we 
have heard that he has since got a Deed from 
which he obtained from them 
one, and that from Straglers 
and such as we know nothing of. We have 
often sold Lands to the white People, but then 
it was done with Consent of the whole in some 
General Meeting . . . We have been told that 
Lydius has reported that he paid a great Deal 
of Mony for this Land which we know Nothing 


’ 


of.” At the Hartford conference the Indians 


the Indians 
singly or one by 


warned the Connecticut people not to encroach 
on the Susquehanna lands, which they designed 
to keep for their children 
perpetually 

Sir William Johnson, as superintendent of 
Indian affairs, denounced the Lydius transaction 
many times as fraudulent, predicting that Indian 
vengeance would ultimately fall on the rash 
settlers who were induced to occupy the dis- 


themselves and 


puted country. 
Not merely were the Six Nations opposed to 
the Connecticut occupation, but the government 
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of Pennsylvania made protests to the Connecti- 
cut government, and finally resorted to force 
to expel the settlers from a region which was 
included in the grant to William Penn, and t 
which his descendants held a right of purchase 
A lease covering the same ground was give! 
to a Pennsylvania company. The year 176! 
witnessed a barbarous warfare in the Wyoming 
valley between the lessees and the New England 
immigrants, one then the other 
driving out its enemies with acts of devastation 
and cruelty. When that strife was swallowed 
up in the conflict of the Revolution, many of 


party and 


the Pennsylvania party became Tories and these 
men wreaked their hatred on their old foes on 
the battlefield of Wyoming. 

Colonel John Butler, commander in the over 
whelming descent on Wyoming in 1778, had in 
his force 500 Indians led by a Seneca chiet 
These warriors, by Butler’s admission, gave no 
quarter in the battle, though, he maintained, n 
persons were attacked by them save such as 


bore arms. 


Sending of Friendship Bags 
to Mexico Is Continued 


The sending of friendship school bags from 
the school children of the United States to th 
pupils of Mexico will be continued until 
December 5th, it has been announced by th 
Committee on World Friendship among Chil- 
dren, which is sponsoring the project. 

The first bags were presented on September 
15th in connection with the patriotic program 
118th anniversary of Mexico's 
As a result of the project, ac- 
officials of Mexico, a 

friendship has _ been 


Mexico 


celebrating the 
independence. 
cording to educational 
international 
curriculum of the 


course on 
included in the 
primary schools. 


Full information of the project may be 
obtained from the committee at 289 Fourth 
avenue, New York City. 


oa 
Taxpayers of Floral Park have voted to pur- 
chase a plot elementary 
school and two lots near the Long Island rail- 
road tracks in order to create a right of way 
for pupils. The total cost is $20,000. 
comeibiiens 


adjoining the new 


Approval has been given in Portlandville to 
the proposition to enlarge and remodel the 
school building at a cost of $15,000. 
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Frankfort Fifth Grade Pupils Make Instructive Map 


A map oi the Middle Atlantic States, giving 
most attention to New York State, was made 
by the pupils of the fifth and sixth grades of 
the Frankfort School, under the direction of 
the teacher, Marjorie I. Goff. 

The map was developed with each day’s 
The pupils first made a relief map in 
mining districts, summer 
resorts and other points of interest were shown 


1 
lesson, 


| 
colors 


Industries, 


by pictures pasted in their proper places. 
Industries and products of important cities wer« 
written on slips of paper, the ends of which 
were pasted directly over the place where the 
city is located. 

The pupils entered into the lessons with much 
make 


spirit and enthusiasm which helped to 


the project a success. 


Regents Name Members of Advisory Councils 


Appointments to advisory councils of the De- 
partment were made at the meeting of the 
Board of Regents on September 27th in Albany. 
The appointments follow: 

Music Council: Sister Kathleen Riley, Naza- 
reth Academy, Rochester, for a term of four 
vears from October 1, 1928, to succeed Sister 
Alphonsus, formerly of Albany; Esther Greene, 
Oneonta, for a term of five years from Octo- 
ber 1, 1928 (reappointment) 

Academic Council: George L. Bennett, prin- 
cipal of Charles E. Gorton High School, 
Yonkers, for a term of four years from Octo- 
ber 1, 1928, to Charles W. Lewis, 
formerly of Kingston; Ernest M. Robinson, 
principal, Troy High School, for a term of 
from October 1, 1928, to succeed 
A. B. Davis, Mount Vernon; T. A. Zornow, 
principal, Madison Junior High School, Roches- 
ter, for a term of two years from October 1, 
1928 


succeed 


five years 


The Regents also made the following ap- 


pointments and reappointments to state boards 
of examiners : 

State Board of Nurse 
Patterson, Rochester, for a term of five years 
from August 1, 1928, to Mary G. 
McPherson, Schenectady, resigned 

State Board of Certified Public Accountant 
Examiners: Thomas F. Conroy, New York 
City, for a term ending July 31, 1931, to fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of James 
Farrell, New York City, resigned 

State Board of Examiners of Architects: 
Harvey Wiley Corbett, New York City, for a 
term ending July 31, 1933, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Frederick L. 
Ackerman, New York City, resigned 

State Board of Examiners for Licensing Pro- 
fessional Engineers and Land Surveyors: Roy 
G. Finch, Albany, for a term ending October 7, 
1933, to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Henry C. Reist, Schenectady. 


Examiners: Eva 


succeed 
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Mount Kisco Experiments with Ability Grouping 


An experiment in adapting the curriculum to 
the mental abilities of the pupils is being con- 
ducted in the Mount Kisco schools. It is 
sponsored by the Westchester County Children’s 
Association. 

This experiment was started in September 
1924 as the result of a survey which showed 
that 25 per cent of the Westchester county 
schools failed to be promoted after their first 
year and 10 per cent failed to be promoted 
from grade to grade in each of the following 
years. It was determined that these failures 
were due to the rigidity of the school system 
which requires children of varying mental 
abilities to do the same school work. Children 
of more than average mental ability were often 
conspicuous in the list of failures, because 
having learned their lessons more quickly than 
their classmates, they frequently become bored 
and therefore indifferent and lazy. The West- 
chester County Children’s Association with the 
cooperation of school officials is financing the 
experiment for a period of five years. 

Standard mental examinations were given by 
a trained psychologist to every child entering 
the first grade and on the results of these 
examinations the group of children was selected 
whose mental ability proved them capable of 
undertaking additional work without feeling 
extra burden or pressure. By shortening each 
one of their regular class periods, one hour 
each day was made free and the opportunity 
was given to study subjects for which the 
average school program makes no provision. 

These are called classes in social sciences. 
Subjects are chosen that are alive to the chil- 
dren and are part of their own daily experience 
with the idea of stimulating their interest in 
the world about them and of relating that world 
and its work to their own lives and ambitions 
as well as to their other school work. 

This additional study is supervised by an 
extra teaching staff paid by the Westchester 
County Children’s Association and the equip- 
ment and supplies as well as the cost of the 
mental examinations are defrayed by the asso- 
ciation. At the present time there are four 
grades receiving the benefits of this enriched 
schedule with two teachers on the association’s 
pay roll. 


A102m-O028-15,000(6847) 


The children study shelter and housing, food, 
transportation, communication, occupation etc. 
They make trips to farms, factories, saw mills, 
flower and poultry shows, the fire house, the 
post office, boats, trains and whatever of interest 
the neighborhood has to offer. They dramatize 
the stories of making wool and other commodi- 
ties. They make ship models and cement blocks 
and dry fruits. In every way that is possible 
with the materials at hand they come into 
contact with the influences and experiences 
which form so large a part of the world in 
which we live. 

The older children collect news items. The 
younger ones gather pictures to make scrap 
books. They write stories of their trips and 
their work, thus gaining in their command of 
English and developing their powers of imagin- 
ation and expression. 

Every pupil in these classes has been under 
careful observation and it is interesting to note 
that no one of the group has failed to keep 
up with his regular school duties, nor has there 
been a single failure in the promotion from 
grade to grade. 


— -¢(-——— 


John S. Fitzpatrick, formerly principal of the 
New York Parental School in Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, and of Public School 80, Brooklyn, died 
on August 28th at his home in Flushing. He 
retired in 1924. 


Two propositions for the purchase of prop- 
erty as proposed sites for two new elementary 
schools were approved by large majorities at a 
special meeting in Tuckahoe on September 12th. 
One site will cost $28,000 and the other $27,000. 


—_ (-—_— 


Agnes Ford retired from active teaching last 
June after more than 25 years of service as 
preceptress of the Leavenworth Institute and 
Wolcott High School, Wolcott. The alumni 
association of the school tendered Miss Ford 
a banquet and reception during commencement 
week and presented her with a purse of gold 
amounting to over $1000 to be used in making 
a trip abroad. 


UNIVERSITY OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK PRESS 


th 


